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Le syndicat de la 
montagne limousine

u An organization of inhabitants of the 
Millevaches plateau that is part of a 
local tradition of direct democracy and 
autonomous mobilization.

u Bringing together people who mainly 
came to the region during the last three 
waves of neo-rural settlements (1980s – 
2006-2010 and 2016-2020). As such a 
political consequence of a process of 
rural gentrification (Tommasi et al, 
2014.

u Organized into thematic groups (water, 
energy, mobility, old age, education, 
housing, psychological care, refugees, 
agricultural land mutualization, forestry, 
etc.)



The forestry group
u A period of re-intensification 

of forest conflicts.

u Truffy, "the clear-cut too 
many”.

u A victorious fight against 
clear-cutting in the Bois du 
Chat.

u Campaigns against mega-
sawmills.

u An anti-extractivist prism 
inspired by decolonial 
theories.



A diversity of 
tactics

u Occupation of forests and blockade of construction 
sites;

u Lobbying, advocacy with elected officials, 
demonstrations and communication campaigns;

u Monitors clear-cutting thanks to the Vigiefeuillus 
system;

u Participatory mapping;

u Self-managed training in soft forestry;

u Raising awareness among forest owners;

u Management of plots via the Haut les Cimes 
association

u Organisation of meetings, debates and conferences 
(Assembly for Living Forests from 27 to 30 June 
2024).



A conflict that 
divides the sector

u A space for cooperation 
between professional experts 
in the timber industry and 
experienced political activists.

u A "resident forest culture" in 
the making.



A legitimate interlocutor 
for the sector and the 
public authorities?

u A precarious legitimization 
despite institutional support.

u A façade dialogue with the 
representatives of the sector.



Conclusion : quels usages pour 
l’expertise sylvicole citoyenne ?

u Building municipal
forest commons

u Design, build and 
defend an "alternative 
wood industry“


